COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
CITY OF MONESSEN
CITY OF MONESSEN COUNCIL CHAMBERS JUNE 13, 2024
6:30PM
 
1. ROLL CALL OF ALL MEMBERS PRESENT.
2. OPENING PRAYER OFFERED BY JIM MICHAELSON, ORCHARD FELLOWSHIP.
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS SESSION OF MAY 23RD,  2024.  Deferred until all are able to look at the new format.  Verbatim for every word spoken.
5. PUBLIC COMMENT DIRECTED TO MAYOR MOZER ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY.
6. CORRESPONDENCE
     OLD BUSINESS N/A
7. REPORT OF THE SOLICITOR OF THE CITY OF MONESSEN.
9. REPORT OF THE CITY CONTROLLER OF THE CITY OF MONESSEN.
 
10. NEW BUSINESS
     Mayor Ron Mozer, Director of Public Affairs
a. Motion to approve Payment Requisition on No. 19 and Certificate in the amount of $811,683.23 for Phase 3 work performed during the month of May 2024.  The Motion includes a proposed payment to W.E.C. Engineering, Inc. for Construction on Invoice No. 12 in the amount of 
$51,613.44, for work performed from 04/27/2024 through 05/31/2024 contingent on future and additional documentation, and to W.E.C. Engineering, Inc. for Resident Project Representative Invoice No. 10 for work performed from 04/27/2024 through 05/31/2024, contingent on future and additional documentation, and an immediate payment to Insight Pipe Contracting, LLC. for Sewer Rehabilitation on Phase 3 A Cure in Place Pipe Applica on No. 5 in the amount of $582,798.68 for work performed from 05/01/2024 to 05/31/2024 for a total invoice of $811,683.23.  Invoices and materials attached to this Agenda as Exhibit “1”.  Vote: (Motion, Lois Thomas, seconded John Nestor.  (5-0))
b. Motion to authorize W.E.C. Engineering to proceed with the repaving of 3rd Street with Engineering fees not to exceed 10% of the actual bid price of the contract, contingent on total costs not to exceed budgeted CDBG funds.  Vote: (Motion, Lois Thomas, seconded John Nestor.  Question on the motion – AO:  We do have the funds to cover what it should cost, am I correct?  MM:  Yes.  (5-0))
c. Motion to authorize W.E.C. Engineering, Inc. to proceed with the appropriate advertising and demolition of the following projects:
1 519-521 Rostraver Avenue (20-02-07-0-284)
2 525 Rostraver Ave. (20-02-07-0-285)  
3 527 Rostraver Ave. (20-02-07-0-286)   
4 1550 Rostraver Ave. (20-02-15-0-317)
5 1556 Shrader Ave. (20-02-11-0-271)
Vote: (Motion, Lois Thomas, seconded John Nestor.  MM:  Let me just clarify something, these are properties that will be demolished using CDBG funds, not outside of the realm that will be handled by the county. (5-0))
d. Motion to approve A Victory March for Jesus to be coordinated and held by the City of Monessen Pastor’s Association on July 13th, 2024 starting at the Schooner Center on Schoonmaker Avenue in Monessen and proceeding to 2nd Street to Donner Avenue and returning to the Schooner Center.  Vote: (Motion, Lois Thomas, seconded John Nestor.  Question A.O.:  This is first time we are seeing this.  It is going through on Schoonmaker. Right?  MM:  Yes.   Schoonmaker is a state road.  MM:  The reason we have this as a council motion, is that PennDOT requires a council motion for 906 or PennDOT will not issue a permit.  A.O.:  So there is a permit for Schoonmaker and Donner, and Second Street.  So isn’t this more in PennDOT’s hands than in our hands?  MM:  it is, but PennDOT will not do it without council approval.  JN:  In the past when we have hung banners over 906 for Kennywood day, council approves before PennDOT makes any motion. Before hanging any banners on 906 you have to get council approval for it.  You guys had time to talk about this before council.  AO:  So my question is there is not time on this.  What is going to be going down and what is going to be blocked.  Is there going to be additional need for police.  MM:  do you have a copy of the flyer you can show.  It is expected to be about a 30 minute parade.  AO:  It does not say that at all.  Who is directing traffic.  Who is paying for police to control traffic.  MM:  The city does.  Now 30 minutes is all that we are talking about.  It is going to start at 1PM and go to 2:30 but most of that will be at the Schooner Center.  AO:  Can I ask what rough size crowd it might be?  LT:  It depends upon who turns out.  It depends.  ET:  It’s a very minority.  AO:  It’s not that, the point is ET:  you are supposed to represent that major city residents not a little slice of it.  That ain’t representation.  AO:  government, there should be a separation between government and state.  Theres a separation that’s what I’m looking at.  Until now I was not aware of any time that we have seen this before.  MM:  It is on the webpage too.  LT:  It may be the only time we have seen it, but we are not the first town to ask for this.  I’ve seen this every year, in McKeesport and Charleroi.  I’m pretty sure Charleroi has had it in the past and we had it her years ago.  We did, I remember.  JD:  No, they have a first amendment right to assemble.  Things like how traffic is to be controlled - Ernie…this is our part of the meeting.  These are things that need to be considered when you approve these applications.  AO:  Chief, what is your take on this.  DY:  Just from a police standpoint, I’m the one who has to apply for the permit with PennDOT, so in order to submit that to PennDOT, I need council motion.  It is just like a parade like any other parade we have for Christmas or Halloween, the same application goes in.  There is a parade route, there is a route I already talked to Hepple about it.  He’s going to have the fire department direct traffic as I am understanding,  it is going to be a half hour.  Whenever they go on Schoonmaker there is going to be also Mon valley EMS invited or was advised of the and they’re going to follow the group.  So that’s all I know; it’s just like a parade.  MM:  Ernie this is not your part of the meeting.  ET:  This Jesus, this is a farce.  That’s all I know.  AO:  This is July 13th which is less than a month away.  How fast would it take you to get authorization from PennDOT?  DY:  Sometimes it takes a few days,  they usually ask for a couple of weeks.  We can push things through you know if something happens.  I have some contact with the office assistant.  AO:  Thanks Chief.   (5-0))  (Discussions ensued after motion).
e. Discussion and Motion to advertise for a One Ton Truck capable of spreading salt, plowing roads and other daily uses and requirements by the Streets and Parks Department.  AO:  we are not going to pass this thing Vote: (Motion, Lois Thomas, seconded John Nestor.   (5-0))

8. REPORT OF THE CITY TREASURER OF THE CITY OF MONESSEN. (Given at this time when the Treasurer arrived.  Motion to approve, seconded.  (Vote:  5-0))

 
Councilman Anthony Orzechowski, Director of Accounts and Finance
f. Motion to pay the following invoices from the General Fund in the amount of $21,835.32.  All invoices are attached to this Agenda as Attachment “A”.  Vote: (Motion, Lois Thomas, seconded John Nestor.   (5-0))

g. Motion to pay the following invoices from the Recreational Account in the amount of $584.49. All invoices are attached to this Agenda as Attachment “B.”  Vote: (Motion, Anthony Orzechowski, seconded John Nestor.   (5-0))

h. Motion to pay the following invoices from the Parks Fund in the amount of $3,105.77.  All invoices are attached to this Agenda as “Attachment “C”.   Vote: (Motion, Anthony Orzechowski, seconded John Nestor.   (5-0))
i. 
j. Motion to pay the following invoices from the Liquid Fuels Fund in the amount of $36,727.40. All invoices are attached to this Agenda as “ “D”. Vote: (Motion, Anthony Orzechowski, seconded John Nestor.   (5-0))
k. 
l. Motion to pay the following invoices from the Line Usage account in the amount of $594.06. All invoices are attached to this Agenda as “Attachment “E”.  Vote: (Motion, Anthony Orzechowski, seconded John Nestor.   (5-0))
m. Motion to pay the following invoices from the Grant Fund in the amount of $502.75.  All invoices are attached to this Agenda as “Attachment “F”.  (Motion, Anthony Orzechowski, seconded John Nestor.   (5-0))
n. Motion to approve the transfer of $74,022.11 from the General Fund to the Payroll Account for payroll expenses.  (Motion, Anthony Orzechowski, seconded John Nestor.   (5-0))
o. Motion to transfer $4700.00 from the General Fund to the Health Care account.  (Motion, Anthony Orzechowski, seconded John Nestor.   (5-0))

Councilperson Lois Thomas Director of Streets and Public Improvements Streets and Public Improvement Report for month ending May 31, 2024.  
Councilman John Nestor, Director of Public Safety
Police and Public Safety Report for month ending, May 31,2024.
Councilperson Karen Cosner, Director of Parks, and Public Property
a. Parks and Public Property Report for the month ending May 31st, 2024. 
b. Motion to approve upcoming scheduled events at the Civic Center:
· Nerf Wars July 12, 2024, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm.
· Back to School Family Dance August 17th, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
· Civic Center Basketball Tournament 5 on 5 September 14, 2024,2 pm
· Halloween Family Party October 26, 2024, 2 pm.
· Thanksgiving Vendor Show November 16, 2024, 11:00 am to 
	4:00 pm.	 
· Community Christmas Night Friday December 6th, 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm.
Vote:  (5-0)
c. Discussion and Motion for the placement of a shed at Madison Park purchased by the Monessen Redevelopment Authority on behalf of the City of Monessen Shade Tree Commission.  ( Vote:  Motion, second (5-0))
d. Discussion of needed repairs and upgrades at Madison Park.  ( Vote:  Motion, second (5-0))
11. OPEN THE FLOOR FOR PUBLIC COMMENT DIRECTED TO THE 
MAYOR ON ANY ITEM RELATING TO THE BUSINESS, ORDINANCES, STATUTES, RESOLUTIONS OR DAILY WORK PRODUCT AND ATTENTION OF THE CITY OF MONESSEN.
12. ADJOURNMENT


Transcript
 Mayor Mozer:   We will now receive Public comment on agenda items only:  

Ted Harhai, Helen Ave.  After the last meeting you missed a couple so there are a lot of questions that I have.  I have a concern about the barges.  You met those people.  

Mayor Mozer:  This is for agenda items only.  This can be discussed at the end of the meeting.  

Mr. Harhai:  The main thing was when I was mayor we balanced the budget, and you said that we didn’t.  

Ernest Telegraphis : 29 Rex.  I’m not an atheist.  I do believe in Christmas and Thanksgiving, but I’m not for this March for Jesus.  Who is sponsoring/paying.  

Mayor Mozer:  It's as it says it's sponsored by the pastor's Organization for Monessen.  

Mr. Telegraphis:  For these pastors anybody could form four or five pastors who are they?  

Mayor Mozer: That's right.   

Mr. Telegraphis:  Yeah well, they don't represent the whole Christian Community here.  

Mayor Mozer:  Nobody said they did but they made a request and we're going to vote
in on that.  

Mr. Telegraphis:   What organization do they belong, is it the Nehemiah group?  

Mayor Mozer:  this is the pastor organization.   

Mr. Telegraphis:  A part of the Nehemiah group?  

Mayor Mozer:  Some of them may be but not all of them are.  

Mr. Telegraphis:  Okay I I don't know why the city is going into that narrow path of promoting a particular sect.  

Mayor Mozer:  We will do this for anybody that comes forth with such a plan.  

Mr. Telegraphis:  Okay so I'm going to call the Harry Krishna group to come here and they'll start dancing with their tambourines. 

Mayor Mozer:  if you organize such a thing and request it, we'll consider it. 

Mr. Telegraphis:  Well, we got a lot of major issues here and all I see here is bread and circus all through the whole thing and that's bad. You notice how bad the roads are, nobody's doing nothing there; all we're doing is what planting trees to make it look good meanwhile we live in like a third world country.  

Mayor Mozer:  Read the agenda. 

Mr. Telegraphis:  What's on the agenda do you you're not fixing the potholes.  

Mayor Mozer:  we're going to replace a road. 

Mr. Telegraphis:  which road?  

Mayor Mozer:  Third street. 

Mr. Telegraphis:  One road?  There's over what 48 miles of roads here in Monessen.  

Mayor Mozer:  how much money do you think we have to spend on this?  ET:  Well maybe if you spend more time on trying to focus on these issues instead of these bread and circus groups.  

Mayor Mozer:  okay but you got questions on the agenda?  

Mr. Telegraphis:  Well that is part of the agenda. 

Mayor Mozer: Okay 

Mr. Telegraphis:  um yeah one other thing
on the agenda?  

Mr. Telegraphis:  The Civic Center why is there another expense there 

Mayor Mozer:  who said there was.

Mr. Telegraphis:  Right here, it's about allocating um… 

Mr. Korposh:  the list of events upcoming events are there's no spending for there's no money for all for that.

Mr. Telegraphis:  Can I make a suggest about all these events each group…  

Mayor Mozer:  Where is talking about?  

Mr. Telegraphis:  Okay yeah just one specific request can you have each group promote the schedule and agenda instead of you being in charge of the whole umbrella.  Well, I mean they that's a responsibility.

Mayor Mozer:  Obviously that's taking place because I wasn't even aware of it. 

Mr. Telegraphis:  No, you're promoting it I don't hear them putting out anything 

Mayor Mozer:  Okay thank you we 

Mr. Korposh:   we'll get there, events are upcoming 

Mayor Mozer: anything else, anybody else?   Okay at this time um does anybody have any correspondence that they would like to address to the council? 

 MM:   At this time, I'd like to ask the solicitor for his report.  

Solicitor Dalfonso:  Good evening mayor, good evening, everybody.   I took a look at some policies for your chief of police. You'll see CDBG demolition for properties on the agenda tonight.  These are properties that are outside of the county demolition project.  One thing we do have to note that you will have to get these properties -  asbestos testing as part of preparing the bid specs through W.E.C.  and there also be another demo hearing for the county demolition project July 11th at 5:30 p.m. Councilwoman Cosner sent over a participation form for the day camp with the Penn State Extension. That's everything I have this evening. 

MM: Thank you.  Our City controller is absent today so we'll withhold that until the next meeting. Our city treasurer will be late; he should be in shortly.  Lois, can I indulge upon you to read my motions please 

Councilperson Thomas Good evening everyone i' like to make a motion to approve payment Requisition number 19 and certificate in amount of $ 811,683.23 for Phase 3 work performed during the month of May 2024 the motion includes a proposed payment of WEC Engineering Inc. for construction invoice number 12 in an amount of $ 51,613.44 set for work performed from April 27, 2024 through May 31, 2024 contingent on future and additional documentation, and to WEC Engineering Inc. for Resident Project Representative invoice number 10 for work performed from April 27, 2024 through May 31, 2024 contingent on future and additional documentation and  immediate payment to Insight Pipe Contracting LLC. for rehabilitation phase 3,  a cure in place pipe application number five in the amount of $582,798.68 for work performed from May 01, 2024 to May 31, 2024 for a total invoice of $811,683.23 invoices and materials attached to this agenda as exhibit one.

Mayor Mozer:  Is there a second?

 Councilman Nestor:  Second mayor 

Mayor Mozer:  Any questions, please call the Roll.

Mr. Korposh: Council person Cosner yes, Councilman Nestor, Aye, Council Person Thomas, yes, Councilman Orzechowski, yes, Mayor Mozer, yes.

Councilperson Thomas Motion to authorize WEC Engineering to proceed with the repaving of Third Street with engineering fees not to exceed 10% of the actual bid price of the contract contingent on total costs not to exceed budgeted CDBG funds.

Mayor Mozer:  Is there a second?

Councilman Nestor:   Second Mayor.

Mayor Mozer: Any questions?

Councilman Orzechowski:  Yeah mayor we do have the funds to cover what it should cost? Am I correct?

Mayor Mozer: Yes. Any other questions? Please call the Roll, Council person Cosner, yes, Councilman Nestor, Aye, Council person Thomas, yes, Councilman Orzechowski, yes, Mayor Mozer, yes.

Councilperson Thomas:  Motion to authorize WEC Engineering to proceed with the appropriate advertising and demolition of the following projects: 519 to 521 Rostraver Avenue,20-02-07-0-284, 525 Rostraver Avenue 20-02-07-0- 285 527 Rostraver Avenue 20-02-07- 0-286, 1550 Rostraver Avenue, 20-02-15-0- 317, 1556 Shrader  Avenue 20-02-11- 0-271.

Mayor Mozer: Is there a second?

Councilman Nestor: Second Mayor.

Mayor Mozer:  Any questions?  Let me just clarify something. These properties will be demolished using CDBG funds not that they are outside of the realm that will be handled by the County. Call the roll please 

Mr. Korposh: Councilperson Cosner, yes, Councilman Nestor, Aye, Council person Thomas, yes, Councilman Orzechowski, yes, Mayor Mozer, Yes.

Councilperson Thomas: Motion to approve a Victory March for Jesus to be coordinated and held by
the city of Monessen Pastor’s Association on July 13 2024 starting at the Schooner
Center on Schoonmaker Avenue in  Monessen and proceeding to Second Street to Donner Avenue and returning to the Schooner center.

Mayor Mozer:  Is there a second?

Councilman Nestor:  Second Mayor.

Mayor Mozer:  Any questions?

Councilman Orzechowski:  Mayor I have a question. Yes, this is the first time we're seeing this
and uh where is it it's going through on Schoonmaker right 

Mayor Mozer:  Yes, Schoonmaker is a State Road. Yes, the reason why we have as a council motion is it requires Council motion before the State will issue a permit, so then it’s about so there's a permit would be for Schoonmaker and Donner, and Second Street in the City.

Councilman Orzechowski: Ron, so isn't this more in PennDOT’s hands than in our hands.

Mayor Mozer: it is but as I said PennDOT will not do it without a Council approval, that’s like um in the past when we've hung banners overnight for like Kennywood Day Council approves before PennDOT makes any motion, you have to before hanging any banners on 906. You have to, you have to get their approval.

Councilman Orzechowski:    I think this may not hold on to you guys. Have you had time to talk about this right now Council before approval. So, my question is there's no time on this there's no time period of what what's going to be down and what's going to be blocked.  Is this going to be
Additional costs? And I'm sorry for asking all these questions but is there going to be an additional need for police for any traffic? 

Mayor Mozer:  Do you have a copy of the flyer you can show I mean that's why I'm saying we see
It’s expected to be about a 30-minute parade as I recall.

Councilman Orzechowski:  It doesn't say that yeah it doesn't say that at all, the traffic yeah who's controlling traffic well that's the who's paying for the police to control traffic.

Mayor Mozer: Well, the city does the city for 30 about30 minutes is all that we're talking about it's going to start at 1:00 and go to 2:30 but most of that going to be held at the Schooner Center most of that is going to be at the Schooner Center I'm just saying today. What can I ask if there's anybody that knows what rough size Crowd that it might be. 

Audience Member:  We don’t know. It just depends. you don't know who the
turnout is. This is whoever it turns out, you will have. It just depends.

Mr. Telegraphis:  It's a very minority hand. Well, it's not that the point is that you're
supposed to represent the majority of city residents, not just a little slice. That a representation of government okay well government and there should be a separation between that anyways. Religion
and Government and state anyway so there's a there's a separation that's where I'm looking at this at yeah but it's also very particular not all know I don't think it's particular but until now I wasn't aware of any time, or I don't think we've seen this before

Councilperson Thomas: This is the first time it's on the web page too. It may be the only time we've seen it but we're not the first town to ask for this.   I see this every year in McKeesport.  I've seen it in Charleroi, right I'm just saying it's been in the valley before we're not the only city that's had them.   I'm pretty sure Monessen has had maybe not this past year but they've had it in the past and we've even had this in the past not too many years ago years ago we did.

Audience Member: remember1900 maybe in 1900, we've had it before now.

Solicitor Dalfonso:   They have a First Amendment right to assemble. Okay um
things like how traffic's going to be controlled those are all things that you should be
considering for our part of the meeting, um things that need to be
considered when you approve these applications.

Mayor Mozer:  So, Chief what's your take to this um, just from a police view.

Chief Yuhasz:   I'm the approval. They need to submit that application to PennDOT, but I need Council motion so it's just like a parade, like any other parade that we have Christmas Halloween all that you
know same application goes in there is a parade route there's a route I already
talked to about. We’re going to use the fire department always with traffic so as I am under the understanding of it's just going to be a half hour going to be a rolling where you know whenever go on Schoonmaker, you know they’re going to be also EMT’s involved. EMT’s were invited or was advised of this and they're going to follow the group um. So that's all I know you know it's just

Mayor Mozer:  Ernie, Ernie this is not your time,  this is not your March for Jesus this is a that's all.

Councilman Orzechowski:  I'm sorry for asking all these questions but this is like this surprise
it's July 13th which is means it's less than a month away from what it is now is that how fast does it take you to get action from PennDOT.

Chief Yuhasz:   it could be I've got them within a few days they usually ask for a couple
weeks like right now it's like you we go push things through something comes up
or you know something happens I have some contact with the
office assistant.

Mayor Mozer:  We thank you chief. Any other questions? Please call the Roll: Council person Cosner, yes,
Councilman Nestor, Aye, Council person Thomas, yes, Council Orzechowski, yes, Mayor Mozer,  yes.

Mr. Telegraphis:  I know you have said at the beginning of the meeting items that were on the agenda you're allowed to speak. Okay come on. 

Solicitor JD:  Ernie Ernie, Ernie, Ernie, there's a First Amendment of the United States Constitution yeah that's the whole point, here they are they have a right to peacefully assemble in the United States.

Mr. Cianflone:  I got to go, and you got to go I got to go maybe you have to go. You will go for sure in two years you'll be out of here. Come on won't be the first time well it will be on my clock this time baby next
one excited for it.

 Mayor Mozer:  Ok my there's the deal you have two times to comment on
this meeting.  

Mayor Mozer:  Let's move on discussion continue on discussion and motion to advertise
for a one-ton truck capable of spreading salt PL roads and other daily uses and requirements by the streets and parks department.  Is there a second 

Councilman Nestor:  second Mayor 

Mayor Mozer: Any questions, Please call the roll.

Councilman Orzechowski:  We're not just going to pass this thing I sent.  Yes, here we go I mean
there's we got to talk about is everybody comfortable and see the thing I sent everybody

Mayor Mozer:  This is for advertisement we can continue on after we advertise and talk about the specifications and we will have motions to to do whatever we do this is just to advertise to get responses back for.

Councilman Orzechowski:  But that was the whole reason for a discussion and then then we decide get
Everybody knows what we're doing and then have to say we're going to advertise. 

Mayor Mozer:  Okay explain it then.

Councilman Orzechowski: That's what I was going to do. I was going to vote on. 

Mayor Mozer:  Okay well I asked any questions 

Councilman Orzechowski:  And that's I said.  Whoa whoa whoa whoa uh was everybody I mean there's no sense wasting money in advertising for a bid if nobody likes what we possibility will get.  That’s wasting money and I'm not doing that so my question to everybody was did you see the truck specs or the PDF I sent out to everyone. That's where I wanted the discussion is saying does anybody have an issue; Does anybody have any questions on it before we spec out this because we're going to put the ad to spec exactly for that truck because unfortunately Joe said that we do this.  This  truck is in Ohio which is a dealership in Ohio which means they don't do Co-Stars which means we need to do Co-Stars but the only way around it and I don't mean to be around it but the only way to get this truck because it's what is available right now they're those types of vehicles with stainless steel bed spreader-  snow pile package everything else they're just not sitting on dealers’ lots and the other reason is I spoke to the gentleman yesterday this is a 2023.  I'm sorry this is a 2023 if everybody looked at it; stainless steel and everything else.  A 2024 exactly equipped the same way is $22,000 more, so the truck listed for $107,000 some odd change, Okay he brought it down to $103,000. It doesn't (so everybody knows) it doesn't have a plow on it but I talked to Rodney and if it's something we're going to go with we can take it to Zoresco’s  in Turtle Creek and for about $7,500 they will equip a plow - a new plow on the front of it so for around $110,000 - $111,000 out of the ARP money we will turn around and get a new  truck.  No, it's a Ford warranty okay it doesn't make any difference it's warranty and the dealership right across I think it's Canfield Ohio right across the state line uh they'll deliver it free, so we don't have to go pick it up and do everything else. 

Solicitor Dalfonso:  because they're not Co-Stars the City will have to put out a request for sealed bids.

Mayor Mozer: AO:  yes, that MM:  you may get there may be other people we don't know that we don't know that ET:  so why are you advertising MM:  we're going to advertise to see if we can get bids JD:  they're not co-stars, they're not you can't do anything they're not AO:  they're not Co-Stars.   the dealership they've tried but apparently I just asked I didn't hear you oh I'm sorry yeah I don't know if it has to be because Ohio or I don't know Coast stor is is MM:   it is AO:  if it's whatever so I just wanted to give everybody all the information before we advertise for something and someone says well wait I don't like that have this or this MM:  well I think if we advertise we hopefully we'll get more than one bid in and we'll be able to compare and we'll be able to pick the best vehicle that may be the best vehicle AO:  well the other thing is and this is how we got to spec out the bid I mean availability is one of the big things too 

Solicitor Dalfonso:  You worked with your public works department to know what features they want on the truck.

Councilman Orzechowski:  Right,

Solicitor Dalfonso:  Those features will be listed in in the bid spec okay accordingly.

Councilman Orzechowki:  So that's all I have 

Mayor Mozer:  Okay call the Roll, 

Mr. Korposh:  Council person Cosner,  yes, Councilman Nestor, Aye, Council person Thomas, yes, Councilmsn Orzechowski,  yes, Mayor Mozer, Yes.


Mayor Mozer: Yes um I'm going to divert on the uh agenda just slightly and allow our Treasurer to give his report since he wasn't here earlier.   

 Treasurer Gerald Saksun: REPORT PROVIDED AND READ INTO THE RECORD BY TREASURER SAKSUN:[image: ]
Mayor Mozer: Motion to accept the Treasurer’s report for garbage fees and real estate tax collected for the
month of May.  Is there a second?

Councilman Nestor Second Mayor.

Mayor Mozer: Any questions? Please Call the Roll:

Mr. Korposh:  Councilperson Cosner, Yes, Councilman Nestor, Aye, Councilperson Thomas, Yes, Councilman Orzechowski, Yes, Mayor Mozer, Yes.

Mayor Mozer: Would Councilman Orzechowski wish to give his report?

Councilman Orzechowski: Thank you, thank you Mayor. I make a motion to pay the following invoices from the general fund in the amount of $ 21, 835. 32 all invoices are attached to this agenda as Attachment A. 

Mayor Mozer: Is there a second?

Councilman Nestor: Second Mayor.

Mayor Mozer:  Any questions? Please call the roll.

Mr. Korposh:  Council person Cosner, yes, Councilman Nestor, Aye, Council person Thomas, yes, Councilman Orzechowski, yes, Mayor Mozer,  yes.

Councilman Orzechowski: I make a motion to pay the following invoices from the Recreational Account in the amount of $584 49. All invoices are attached to this agenda as Attachment B.

Mayor Mozer: Are there any questions.  Second rather than second.

Councilman Nestor: Second Mayor.

Mayor Mozer:  Any questions? Call the roll.

Mr. Korposh:  Council person Cosner, yes, Councilman Nestor, Aye, Council Person Thomas, yes, Councilman Orzechowski, yes, Mayor Mozer, yes.

Councilman Orzechowski: I make a motion to pay the following invoices from the Parks Fund in the amount of $3,105.77.  All invoices are attached to this agenda is Attachment C.

Mayor Mozer: Is there a second? 

Councilman Nestor: Second Mayor.

Mayor Mozer: Any questions? Call the roll.

Mr. Korposh:  Council Person Cosner, yes, Councilman Nestor, Aye, Council Person Thomas, yes, Councilman Orzechowski, Mayor Mozer, Yes, 

Councilman Orzechowski:  I make a motion to pay the following invoices from the liquid Fuels Fund in the amount of 36, 727. 40.  All invoices are attached to this agenda as Attachment D.  

Mayor Mozer:  Is there a second? 


Councilman Nestor: Second Mayor>

Mayor Mozer:  Any questions? Call the roll.  

Mr. Korposh:  Council person Cosner, yes, Councilman Nestor, Aye, Council person Thomas, yes, Councilman Orzechowski, yes, Mayor Mozer, yes.

Councilman Orzechowski:  Motion to pay the following invoices from the line usage account in the amount of $594.06. All invoices are attached to this agenda as Attachment E. 

Mayor Mozer:  Is there a second?

Councilman Nestor:  Second Mayor.

Mayor Mozer:  Any questions? Call the roll.

Mr. Korposh:  Council person Cosner, yes, Councilman Nestor, Aye, Council person Thomas, yes, Councilman Orzechowski, yes, Mayor Mozer, yes.

Councilman Orzechowski:  I make a motion to pay the following invoices from the Grant Fund in the amount of $502.75. All invoices are attached to this agenda as Attachment F. 

Mayor Mozer:  Is there a second?

Councilman Nestor:  Second Mayor.

Mayor Mozer:  Any questions? Call the roll.

Mr. Korposh:  Council person Cosner, yes, Councilman Nestor, Aye, Council person Thomas, yes, Councilman Orzechowski, yes,  Mayor Mozer,  yes.

Councilman Orzechowski:  I make a motion to approve the transfer of $74,022.11 from the General Fund to the payroll account.

Mayor Mozer: Is there a second?

Councilman Nestor:  Second Mayor.
Mayor Mozer:  Any questions?  Call the roll.

Mr. Korposh:  Council person Cosner, yes, Councilman Nestor, Aye,  Council person Thomas, yes, Councilman Orzechowski,  yes,  Mayor Mozer yes.

Councilman Orzechowski:  And a motion to transfer $4,700 from the General Fund to the healthcare account.

Mayor Mozer:  Is there a second?

Councilman Nestor:  Second Mayor.

Mayor Mozer: Any questions? Call the roll.

Mr. Korposh:   Council person Cosner, yes, Councilman Nestor, Aye, Council person Thomas, yes Councilman Orzechowski, yes, Mayor Mozer, yes. And these are the balances in the accounts as of today ARP fund has 155,137.56, Debt Service has 1,089,463.33, Fire Escrow has $21,393. 38, Grant has $67,542.72, the Healthcare account has $4,256.13, Line Usage has $673,364.84, Liquid Fuels has $108,424.23, Parks has $100,972.08, Payroll has $14,014.60, Recreation has $ 5,091.34, Refuse has $236,533.63, and the General Fund has, wrong one sorry $1,137, 432.32. And that's my report mayor

Mayor Mozer:  Thank you. Lois, would you like to give us your report?

Councilperson Thomas:  No if I can I'd like to defer it to our next meeting.

Mayor Mozer:  OK, John 

John Nestor:  Honorable Mayor, Administrative Staff, Citizens, and uh City Council, I'm going to go ahead and defer my report until the next meeting.

Mayor Mozer:  Okay thank you. Karen.

Councilperson Cosner:  I would also like to defer my report till the end of the month but um I would like a motion to approve the upcoming scheduled events at the Civic Center, and those include a Nerf wars July 12th, 2024, 7:00 p.m.  to 900 p.m., Back to School Family dance August 17, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 pm. Civic Center basketball tournament 5 on5 September 14th, 2024, 2 p.m., Halloween Family Party October 26, 2024, 2 p.m. Thanksgiving vendor show November 16th, 2024, 11:00 a.m. to 4 pm Community Christmas night Friday December 6 - 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Is there a motion? Or is that being a motion is a motion okay.

Mayor Mozer: Is there a second?

Councilman Nestor:  Second Mayor.

Mayor Mozer: Any questions? Call the Roll.

Mr. Korposh: Council person Cosner, Yes, Councilman Nestor, Aye, Council person Thomas, yes, Councilman Orzechowski, yes, Mayor Mozer, Yes.

Councilman Cosner: Do i discuss the shed before I make actually a motion. 

Mayor Mozer:  The Motion allows you to discuss it in questions so go ahead and make a motion.

Councilman Cosner:  Okay can I have a motion for the placement of a shed at Madison Park purchased by the Monessen Redevelopment Authority on behalf of the City of Monessen Shade Tree Commission.

Mayor Mozer:   Is there a second? 

Councilman Nestor: Second Mayor.

Councilman Orzechowski: Are there any questions concerning this discussion items where is it getting put and what's it getting well that's the question, where do you want it?  Where do we think we want it?  I think that should be a discussion between the Shade Tree Commission and the Parks Department.  Yeah, that should be there to decide that.  We want to decide. I think we should leave it up those two okay I got no problem with that and what is it going on.  A pad, is it going on gravel?

Councilperson Cosner:   Well, I can give you some information about the shed. Can I do that? Mary Joe Smith and I went on Tuesday to Backyard Outfitters that's on Route 51 not far from the 136 by136 not too far from that and we looked at an 8 by8 utility shed it's gray in color very plain. But we thought it you know with time we could make it more attractive, and it's made out of material called LP panel. It's an engineered wood and
There’s been research done on it that this wood, it's termite resistant, it should last for a very long time. You
don't have to paint it, there's no upkeep involved, and it's placed on a gravel bed. There’s gravel across the street in that lot on Knox Avenue. If you look over, you'll see it it's on the corner and Delmar said that can be used as the base and the delivery price includes them bringing it on a flatbed. When it's there their guys will put shims on the bottom to level it up and the shade tree commission is going to use this shed for two years to store our hoses and tools then after that it can be used or whoever has events at the park if they want to bring things in the night before in store, they could do it.  I mean that we thought the shed was really well built and I think it's going to be an asset to the park.

Councilman Orzechowski:  So, you're proposing putting this on the other side of the fence across the street?

Councilperson Cosner: no no no. When you walk in the park you come in through those Gates immediately you look to the left because we had a discussion with Delmar, and I had asked a various people
before where do you think convenience wise it would be so it would be set right there and then you could we could buy pavers to make a little sidewalk. So, if people had whatever they have their supplies they could just walk right there, and it would be it would be it's over there in the corner of the park.  It's not really in the corner as soon as you come in the gate it's to the left.  

Mayor Mozer: to the left 

Councilperson Cosner:  And it's fairly flat it starts to where there's two Gates up at that the one on the Street Okay so that's a big gate yeah right across from where the Church is, so say you have it's going to be inside the park inside the park okay because number one if we have to carry water 400 feet of hoses questions. It was last time you brought it up because you wanted to put it across the street, well I don't think I ever said that well that's what the discussion well this is what it seemed like it was convenient and it's small so when you walk in, you're not going to be overwhelmed by this huge shed.  I think it's going to be attractive. It's gray and here's the specs if anybody wants to look at it what's up no but I think it'll be an asset. It will, so that that is the information about the shed 

Councilman Orzechowski:  it'll be locked right. Who is going to get it locked.

Councilman Cosner: Oh absolutely.

Councilman Orzechowski: Who's going to have the keys? 

Councilman Cosner: Well City or I don't know whoever has keys here.

Mr. Telegraphis:  The city doesn't own it. Probably for the first two years won't you yeah, You will utilizing it in that part of the city, well we won't own.

Councilperson Cosner:  It becomes a City property. You people own it.  I'm the one that I don't know Monessen, or I don't know who has the keys I mean department.

Councilman Orzechowski:  So this is a pre manufacture that comes on a flatbed. That's not going to work not going to work well.

Councilman Cosner: We may because we have water but it'll be secure it's not going to be hanging on.

Mr. Telegraphis:  Will we need insurance somebody goes in falls down inside go after the city number two come on come on this is in there you said you got 4 hoses what you going to put in there Garden tools.

Councilperson Cosner:  This take my word that's as big as that little Hut at City Park and we were fine with that the past three years.

Mayor Mozer:  Come on let's keep it to council so if anything happens this falls under the city's umbrella for insurance yeah okay

Councilperson Cosner: John brought up a point we noticed that door to hand is going to last, we want to get a deadbolt okay and have that and that was brought up at our meeting yesterday.  It needs a dead bolt that's going to get smacked and that's the end of it that's I'm sorry I'm sorry yeah, we thought of that, and this is being paid for by the RDA $2454.50, not $25,000, but $2400. We’re not building a house here. The Redevelopment is paying for it. We're not paying for it. Thank you thank you thanks for the words.

Mayor Mozer:  Could we have a roll call? Good if there's no more questions. Let's have a roll call.

Mr. Korposh: Council person Cosner, yes, Councilman Nestor, aye, Council person Thomas, yes, Councilman Orzechowski, yes, Mayor Mozer, yes.

Councilperson Cosner:  Also, the other day when Mary Joe and I were up at the field we took a little walk around the whole perimeter of that Park and we noticed a few things that and I've been told that some of these are already going to be taken care of.   I just wanted to bring them up to the Council. We thought maybe they were a safety issue if you walk around the basketball courts on that track and you walk around there's a fence and Mike has told us that that fence belongs to the County Housing Authority.

Mr. Korposh:  May belong to the Housing Authority.  

Councilperson Cosner: But there's a gap and Mary Joe is kind enough that she took some photos of this. This is a big gap in the fence that we thought maybe could be repaired.  Because if you were
there the other day it was wonderful. There were all kinds of children. They were there for a basketball camp playing. But I know what little kids are like in a minute they could be out, and they could be through a gap, and I know that I would hesitate to go through that Gap because it's a drop off and I didn't investigate to see where it goes.  But if it fell you know you could have issues you continue on the between the pathway and the fence. It has started to erode and again there's a gap I don't have a photo of that about this wide between the pathway and a fence. So again, a little child could or even a person if they weren't paying attention slip under that.  And I'm sure everybody's aware of it but another safety issue we found where the swings were dangling, and we and I felt that maybe and I don't know if you have this in the budget or if you do it periodically that you remove all these rusted chains and the brackets that are on top and replace them.  Because if a child swings on that and through rust and age fell, they're going to get hurt and it could be a liability issue.  I mean I don't know I just saw some things I thought if we could repair them to make them safe and again as a matter of what you usually repair.   I don't know but you know it's a beautiful Park and I would just like to see that you know if the kids are playing there with parents, they don't have to worry that somebody could end up falling down a hill. So that was really all I had as far as the discussion, and I guess if anybody goes to that you could go up there and look and my goal in the next few months is to go around all the parks take photos and make a list and see if things could be fixed. They could be a possible safety issue Thank you, so I don't know so I'm going to pass these around. Okay thank you from my perspective.

Mayor Mozer:  As you come up with these things we need to probably put in a Requisition to figure out what it's going to cost and then we can decide whether we somebody can afford or not anything else not for me thank you and you're quite welcome  At this time I'm going to open the floor for public comment directed on items related to the business ordinance statutes resolutions or daily work product and attention of the city of Monessen.  

Mr. Telegraphis:  um oh okay thanks could I ask you I heard that for three weeks now Rosalie hasn't been here, and I understand the reason she ain't here is because the new girls that you hired haven't cranked up the data for her to make her statement.

Mayor Mozer: That's not true. 

Mr.  Telegraphis: Then what is the data for.

Mayor Mozer:  That we have the data here we just don't have anybody to present it.

Mr. Telegraphis:  Well, you got the Treasury.

Mayor Mozer: The treasury is a Treasury Department the Controller is a different department that is administration department.  We need a deputy, a deputy controller.  It would be up to Rosalie to appoint somebody to then.

Mr. Telegraphis:  Why doesn't she appoint?

Mayor Mozer:   I don't know.

Mr. Telegraphis:  But so, we all lay down. What we have is a separate function. You have to talk to her I don't know, you’re the mayor don't you make directives.

Mayor Mozer:  That is not under my purview 

Mr. Telegraphis:    It's not under your purview?

Mayor Mozer:  Absolutely not.

Mr. Telegraphis:  Whose purview, is it?

Mayor Mozer: It is a separate entity.  There's three parts to government there's a Ttreasury there's the Administration and there's a Controller. That's the three parts of the government within the city of Monessen. Mr. Telegraphis: So the controller has no uh backup unless they assigned somebody so why isn't she assigning anybody.

Mayor Mozer:   I can't answer that question.

Mr. Telegraphis:  So, we're running this like a dictatorship. Where each little group calls the shots without any oversight.  I just want to say one can't answer your question I just want to say something. You're supposed to represent the City of Monessen residents and businesses all I see so far from You is you're only promoting very small narrow little groups and you're putting an effort to them and you're not putting any effort what the city needs.  The Potholes, you know how many times I got hit with a Pothole and I have to go and pay for uh realignments. Number two what’s up that Viaduct up there third uh Avenue that that's that bridge what's going on there? You brought it up two or three months ago. We don't got no progress report on that.  

Mayor Mozer: Well, there's nothing been done yet but that something done by PennDOT and that’s on their schedule it probably won't happen till next year.

Mr. Telegraphis:    We're getting a lot of rain.  Okay so um how much time have you put in and that's what I like to know.

Mayor Mozer:  Okay let me just stop you right there and let me tell you some of the time I put in.  First off last time we had our last Council Meeting we authorized the repair of Third Street a break in the sewer line that occurred. Today they completed the work on that.  The Engineer was able to come up with a solution.  It turns out that this break was in solid concrete, but they were able to bypass that it raised the price by about $1,200. We got that solved.  There was a swing failure in Madison Park today.  There was a basketball camp that was going on today.  It was the final day of basketball camp.   I went up there and first off it was a very successful Camp. They had a numerous kids up there, far more than I really anticipated but as one of the kids was swinging the chain broke on the spring so this what Karen is saying is very true.  There is some safety problems up there now they will be up there tomorrow to fix that and get that going. It's been brought up several times here about the East Building.  I have talked to Krish I've talked to Manny, and they wanted to come in here and put in one of their cyclotrons.   I said there's not much chance that you'll ever convince Monessen that a cyclotron would be a positive thing of Monessen, What they're talking about is something that has a two-hour half-life for the nuclear particles they produce. It's probably very safe. They got these in hospitals but in Monessen is probably just not the thing to do.  The point being is they are looking at different things they can do with that building at this point, possibly selling it, leasing it or something along those lines.   So that's something.

Audience Chatter:  It would be the best yeah give it back to the city but they're not going to give it back anyway Mayor Mozer:  I've done that I've met with the Civic Center is somewhat of a challenge right now in that Julian is uh unavailable right now

Audience Chatter:  Okay so who's in charge now?

Mayor Mozer:  Well, the Rec board has always been in charge of that.  They don't even meet well the rec board. I've been putting pressure on them.  Takara is going to take the lead on that and be running the Civic Center in his absence.  Beginning immediately people's gas is planning on moving to Schoonmaker. Wednesday of next week so all the work that they've done with the patchwork they there they're going to go back and finalize that they'll do full Lane repaving and milling and getting that going starting Wednesday of next week.   I met with DCED HUD County and School District to discuss a joint project to work on the building that's at Fourth and Reed Street.  This would be something that's got County Improvement, County money, State money and Federal money and the School District all on board to do Workforce Development.  So, this is something that we're trying to work on to put together.  There’s been some confusion going on right now with Penn Vest on phase four.  Phase four is because the way that this works is we do phase four on an interim loan. Every time our engineer does a job they submit a request for payment. We do that through Council that goes to the interim loan. They pull out the interim loan.  When the project is complete, they send in a final invoice.  At that time, it triggers an event where the DEP comes in and does an investigation on what the work that was done and make sure that they approve that.  Once that's done the project gets moved from an interim loan to a permanent long-term loan at a low interest rate that we've agreed to in in the past. We somehow or other things are not on track, and they think that it's already a final loan and we haven't finished a project yet so I'm working with that. The air conditioner at the library has failed. We are trying to come up with solutions for that and what it is going to cost.  We were looking at different things for that that's going on. The ADA ramp  at the Civic Center is complete and we're waiting on funding from CDBG in order to get that so we can make the final payment on that.

Mr. Telegraphis: You mean they didn't pay them yet?

Mayor Mozer:  We can't pay them until we get paid the money comes from CDBG then authorize to go ahead with it.  CDBG takes care of that.  The welcome sign at Ty roll and 906 if you go by that it looks infinitely better than it's looked in many many years.   it's a great Improvement.  I sent a thank you note to Gary Boatman and thanking him for the hard work that he put in I think it looks infinitely better than has looked in the past
People's gas and ABC is in the City and  is doing work all over town right now they are they're scattered all over town.
We're working with permitting on that.   I don't know what the maximum is, the scope of this is but People's Gas has gas line problems with their line and they're trying to get these all fixed.  So, throughout Town you're going to find spot projects on roads that they're working on.   I put together a rating of the condition on roads and this is something that I circulated through Council.  We talked about it but basically what it did is as I said all roads have some sort of condition. Let's rate them from 0 to 10 10 being the worst rating and zero being a very good road very few zero roads in in this town.  The next thing would be how much that road is being used now. Also, what the traffic counts on that road. How much is being used on that road and the third is what is the cost to get that road repaired.  All of these would be ready 0 to 10 if you put this together and you say let's rate the roads and you can't rate all the roads because I just don't have time to do that but rate the roads that were of most concern to us it clearly shows roads like Third Street as being a prime road that needs to be paved and that's one that we approved tonight to get paved.   If you today, if you paid attention to what we did up here we approved $800,000 for Penn Vest, excuse me for USDA phase 3 project that's key because that all  of the sudden triggers a threshold where we've exceeded the $7.5million loan that we have from USDA. When we got the loan we got two $7.5 million loans we've now completed one of those loans we can we can use that loan to pay off pay down the PNC Bank you and we will start that process immediately after we get this done we'll start that process immediately but we'll pay down the interim loan at PNC Bank and start on the second $7.5 million loan so it will save the city numerous money and interest. Last but not least we hope to get started on Fairfield next week next week the temperatures are going to be outrageous. It’s going to be hot it’s going to be difficult days but we've got to get we've got to get that going.  I'm going to ask the residents up there if they will allow us to start early in the morning.  It will be somewhat noisy potentially and there may be uh jackhammers using to break up the concrete in order to fix the road but uh temperatures are supposed to get over real feel over 100°. So, we’ve got to be very careful anyway.  I've not done anything that's enough 

Mr. Telegraphis: No, there's a few items you neglected.

Mayor Mozer:  No, I haven't neglected anything I did what everything I could do for the last 12 hours in here.

Mr. Telegraphis:   Who's in there the Community Action what's Day come they're not there every day.

Mayor Mozer:   They're there every day go push the buzzer and they'll answer the door.

Mr. Telegraphis: What have they done so far?

Mayor Mozer: Go talk to them and ask him.

Mr. Telegraphis: What do you know.  I mean don't you oversee who?

Mayor Mozer:  No I don't there that's the county thing.

Mr. Telegraphis: Okay number two what the uh Mellon Bank building?  You got it so what are you going to do with it? 

Mayor Mozer:  We're trying to find somebody to come in and do something.

Mr. Telegraphis: Is that a nonprofit group you're going to give it to. What group you going to give it to?

Mayor Mozer:  I'm not going to give it to anybody I want to try to find somebody that will develop it why don't you put an ad for that we've got to put together a plan and we are working on putting that together so you bought a building without having a plan pretty much all right Thank You.

Mr. Cianflone:  My name is Pino Cianflone 45 Montraver, Monessen 15062 Do you have the bill that you that it cost us that you sent to the city when you negotiate with the uh Westmoreland engineer you said you were going to have it for me how much you charge to negotiate but I.


Solicitor Dalfonso: :  I was probably down at the city on that day three to four hours handling multiple issues.

Mr. Cianflone: You said you were going to have it for me.

Solicitor Dalfonso:  But I have it yeah, I don't have it with me tonight would I have it eventually.

Mr. Cianflone:  Wait a minute, what do you mean eventually?

 Solicitor Dalfonso:  I'll get it like you have it as soon as possible.

Mr. Cianflone:  Okay you mean you hiding something, that it's evident not at all but then put it out and give it to him to give it to me.

Solicitor Dalfonso:   I'll work on it.

Mr. Cianflone: Number two, uh what's with engineering.  I have a question that was intriguing to me, Kim Ward, the senator her son he's a lobbyist in the State of Pennsylvania, correct?  

Mayor Mozer:  I don't know if he is or not, I don't know.

 Mr. Cianflone: Would you please answer is he is a lobbyist.
 
 Mr. Korposh:  Yes he is a Lobbyist.
  
 Mr. Cianflone: Right yeah so does he have something to do with that that engineering company that sign a contract with I mean it didn't come off the sky.

 Mayor Mozer: Hey listen here no, we sent out requests for proposals and we got a whole bunch of engineering companies that responded.

Mr. Cianflone:  Was there any, I’m asking you a question I'm not saying that that took place I'm asking you a simple question Kim Ward’s son played a part in it.

Mayor Mozer:   no no no.

Mr. Cianflone:  Are you positive positive? 

Mayor Mozer; I haven't talked to him in two or three years.

Mr. Cianflone:   You haven't talked him in two or three years.   Have you talked to her in two to three years.  

Mayor Mozer:  Yes.

Mr. Cianflone:  She has told you she didn't tell me anything about RVI. It was never the topic of discussion.  Number three Tony have you paid Westmoreland Engineering. They have been saying that you pay their pay. According to what I got they have not been paid for the last three months.

Councilman Orzechowski: Really yeah, I would think you would need to change your method of where you're getting information because just like tonight when we approved that's not a I just signed a bunch of checks for WEC.   I'm just saying what is it you pay their invoices as they go along, I have invoices in here right now I just I just signed.

Mr. Cianflone:  Can I get those invoices that show that they're signed to pay.


Councilman Orzechowski:   There's a bunch of them.   I don't see problem with them, it’s public knowledge 

Mr. Cianflone: It's not a problem, can I have it?

Councilman Orzechowski:   I can't give you this because this is right this is right attached to their actual bill so  if somebody could produce ask Mike, he can get it for you.

Mr. Cianflone: When can I pick it up no reason why not I don't 

Mayor Mozer: I don't not even sure what it is you're asking for.  

Solicitor Dalfonso: You're asking for what we invoice,  yeah it's public information.

Mr. Korposh:   I'll get together tomorrow for tomorrow.

Mr. Cianflone: How about if I pick it up on Monday that even be better. I want you to have time I want you to get it all you can in a proper order in Okay Monday then. These were three items that were important to me.  Right now the other part of it is uh I know you guys are working hard doing nothing but at the end of the day I'm going to work hard to  either you guys got to change your way of doing business and you guys are in for another three years you got a change of doing business if not we're going after you after you and after you this coming election and if you guys don't straighten out then after you and after you just as well .

Mr. Korposh: What time will  you come in  on Monday 

Mr. Cianflone: uh I don't know what to say this Monday you tell me 2:00 pm  in the afternoon.

Mr. Harhai:  Thank you I referred to that article in the paper about the barges and I wondered if we can get ahead of the curve and try because it's going to sink three and one-half feet, and I know the Corp of Engineers have contacted you and contact everybody along the river from Elizabeth down when they do away with the barges so it would be a good idea to sit down because where it's paved to go down if it drops down two or three feet nobody could put a boat in the water.  I've been contacted by three people that fish down there and put one puts a boat in the water they're concerned already, and I said it's about a year or two years off that's correct isn't it.

Mayor Mozer:  no it's going to happen much quicker okay they is that why the meeting was you guys met down there or yes okay. The other thing is doing you in fact hire this Remington and Vernick Engineers at their last meeting?

Mayor Mozer:  We hired them to take care of our CDBG budget.

Mr. Harhai:  Yes, okay now um you had mentioned 20% that uh Urban Design Ventures charged. They never charged 20%.  18% it was not 18% it is every less than that no it's not and yes, it is and um you found a way to get this company in here and it's fishy.  That guy,  he stood up here and talked a couple meetings three meetings ago and he talked about every everywhere in the region all over the country and he never mentioned Charleroi,  and I spoke with two people in Charleroi,  and they said we got rid of them because they didn't do anything Grant wise applying for Grants getting grants this that as a matter of fact they overcharged on one project that they had.  I said Well that's okay the Mayor's got buddies over there um, unfortunately they were dismissed and I know you spent time with these guys at the Washington rotary one time about a year and a half ago. Why would you call them to find out how inept this firm is that you're bringing in to do what this Urban Design Ventures did for 22 years for Monessen. As a fact of the matter is I talked to several people in Charleroi as well and had different impression from them.  Oh that's very odd, very odd indeed you know I that's hard to believe but I'm not going to make a comment because I'm just trying to be correct, It’s not 20% it's not 80% . You didn't tell the truth it's 18% and that won’t be the first time.  

Ms. Linda Lacey:  I'm Linda Lacey, uh 1624 Maple Avenue, This question is directed to Tony um,  you mean you can't hear me? Okay um concerning the paving of Third Street okay from what I understood CDBG money was taken from 10th Street to do the work on Third Street and you're asking where the money came from.  What you asked her earlier, how are they going to pay for repaying the money.

Councilman Orzechowski:  I asked if there was enough money to cover Third Street from CDBG that's what I asked two I don't control or have nothing to do with that as Finance Director.

Ms. Linda Lacey: But it was talked about here they took the money from 10th Street that
was supposed to be paved and put towards that project on Third Street. 

Councilman Orzechowski:   I didn't take anything because I'm not involved.

Ms. Linda Lacey:  W. ell I'm not saying you're a part of city council right you voted on it to do it okay so we all did what you took money from 10th Street to furnish the pave Third Street and then you're going to ask did we have enough money to do that so how much money. Did you take from the 10th Street project to do Third Street project and how much more do you need 

Councilman Orzechowski:   Mayor, do you have an answer for that? 

 Mayor Mozer:   I don't have the numbers in front of me the Third Street was something like $30,000 and that money was through CDBG is appointed to Third Street. The money from 10th Street was $30,000 it was moved to Third Street I don't understand what the issue is.  

Ms. Linda Lacey: I want to know why Tony had to ask where is money was coming from , he didn't know he wasn't here he asked if there was enough money he didn't ask where it was coming from him okay.   I must be hearing stuff you must be hearing stuff wrong.   Okay the projects on Rostraver, you're taking CDBG money to tear down those houses. What year of the CDBG money are you using 

Mayor Mozer:  :  there's actually two different years that have money allocated towards Demolition and we're using both of those.  We're only using a part of both of those monies. There’s a total of about $100,000 worth of there's a total of about $100,000 available from CDBG for demolition of houses now. We're going to use that money where the county cannot use the money.   As an example, on the Third Street side of Rostraver that is not within the qualified census Zone that we can do houses anything higher up on the high side of summit is not in the zone, so we'll use it for demolition of houses up there as well.

Ms. Linda Lacey:  On what street on Summit-on-Summit.  Okay but how long have we been getting CDBG money? We've been getting it for a long time.  We'll be getting it over 40 years probably and that money was supported from the federal government for Westgate side of town.  So, for 40 years you neglected to do what you should have done with that money for 40 years because I was gone for 40 years.  Because I didn't really know about it till I came back.  MM: look at 14th Street that's got new payment look at division that's got new payment look at some several streets over there were paid.

Ms. Linda Lacey:  Well Sumit has been jacked up for like 30 years.

Mayor Mozer:   I ride it through every single day.

Ms. Linda Lacey:   Well my friends going to ride his Harley through these streets 

Mayor Mozer:  Well I'm sorry. 

Ms. Linda Lacey: And risk his life so it's a figure of years that you're going to do these houses on Rostraver when there were so many dilapidated houses on west side of town that never was money was used for. 

Mayor Mozer:   We never had enough money to do it and we still don't have enough money to do what we've wanted to do.

Ms. Linda Lacey:  You could do a house every year. You could do two houses every year and that's way that would have been 80 houses and the way that they work. They've done a few houses every year for the last 40 years.  I'm done Thank you. 

Mayor Mozer:   This year we will this year by the end of this year we will have over 175 houses down. Go count them go count them go count them.

Mr. Harhai:  All blighted house is nothing but Bad houses and you can have it you come you don't make it do you have a plan once the rescue money is done to continue to. 

Mayor Mozer:  your turn Gentleman:

Mr. Ed Lefebvre:  Just a couple comments on that new business what new business on okay I don't know I I call a uh a meeting of the two engineering companies that were here WEC and Westmoreland Engineering.  We both here at that time and correct me if I'm wrong but I thought I heard WEC was going to be the one that was going to apply for grants for the city.

Mayor Mozer:  WEC is Westmoreland Engineering  has been here for all these years he's no my question was Gent:   I thought wec we had the ability to represent the city uh for uh obtaining grants say from the state or the federal government 

Councilman Orzechowski::  they haven't done any they've not done well .

Mayor Mozer:  you show me one grant that they've gotten for us.

Mr. Lefebvre: I don't know I'm just looking at their description of what they do. Let me ask you this um this construction um why wasn't Westmoreland Engineering doing this? 

Mayor Mozer:  Those that are on the agenda are they are they are doing them all. 

Mr. Lefebvre:  Well what what’s this amount payment to WEC Engineering in the amount of $51 ,000 right uh is this is this work being done by?

Mayor Mozer:  All of being done by WEC all that's being they are the City Engineer they are the ones doing all ours project although 

Mr. Lefebvre:   I remember you saying you were keeping Westmoreland  Engineers,  that is WEC. Westmoreland Engineering is WEC.  No I'm sorry I I got that okay just  disregard that 

Mayor Mozer:  RVE is doing nothing other than CDBG you're absolutely right they do nothing absolutely nothing we'll find out I guess, and we can change it if they don't take this okay come on let's keep it keep order. 

Mr. Lefebvre:   okay let me just make a comment about that victory march.  We have a terrific city park it has the room it's uh it's near a lot of traffic uh I just thought if I was the organizer of this I'd consider the city park because you have Grand Boulevard going by,  you would attract people uh here you go down an ugly Street of Schoonmaker,  I I that's just my suggestion I think the park would be a thank you great a great uh place to have a have a get together like that. 

Mayor Mozer:  Which is an excellent opportunity for me to let everybody know on July the 27th in the Anthony Madison Park we will have the Heritage days. We will have the uh NAACP we'll have all kinds of Heritage days there then that day let me finish please and then that evening we will we will go to the boat launch and there we will have the fireworks the annual fireworks.

Mr. Lefebvre:  I was just mentioning this okay this victory march I was just thinking of the area that that would be more attractive than this downtown area of Schoonmaker. That's that was my suggestion all right Thank you.   Oh see that's the second mistake I made let me ask you this back in March I brought up this uh these grants of money obtained by uh Representative Davanzo  to uh Rostraver  and at that time Mr. Korposh  and both you I recall the comment that Kim Ward you were approaching Kim Ward for what he could have uh obtained for the city I'm asking I ask you why Monessen wasn't part of these state grants and as I recall and I may be totally wrong here I thought Kim Ward's name was brought up and that you were you were going in that route and has she produced anything?  

Mayor Mozer:  We're still waiting on the second phase of that to fall through and I don't know if it's going to or not to be honest but let me let me let me just point out one thing we didn't apply for it because our fire department did not go to the meeting to find out about how to do this ask them

Mr. Harhai:  There's a discrepancy with the fire department about that issue. You sent it somewhere no they it 

Mayor Mozer: I didn't send anything it was Rep. Davanzo that  sent a request to the fire department and the fire department did not show up I had nothing to do with that there's a reason behind it.  There may be but it was between Devanzo and the fire department there not has anything to do with us T

Mr. Harhai:    We still haven't gotten any money in two years from either the state or the state senator correct yeah you didn't obtain any. Are are you in contact with her .

Mayor Mozer:  Anytime I need to I do get in contact with her I think Monessen needs unless it has a need did you understand what I was saying when I'm trying to put together this plan that involves the state money the federal money the uh County money and the local school district that includes and we need the money from from  businesses and corporations that would be interesting. . Okay thank you 

Mr. Lefebvre:  No I have one more I have one more okay can I say or no he still got the floor oh I'm sorry I I'm sorry this was brought up uh briefly I was looking at a February 10th article of this of uh I believe it was 2023 uh Mr Dalfonso said about this um line usage uh the city intends to make quarterly payments of $230 over 40 years at an interest rate of 1.25 payments are set to run through 2062 does that still stand yes yeah still stands there's a resolution passed they're following it you guys are over budging on your repayments correct right okay let me ask you this it says here um the Auditors found three payment transfers the line usage uh what needs there's a figure here of 351,000 is this still the money that has to be paid back into the line usage fund?  

Mayor Mozer:  I'm not sure which money you're referring to pardon me I'm not sure which money you're referring to. 

Solicitor Dalfonso::   There was a sum of money that was borrowed to another fund inappropriately.

Mayor Mozer: The city's paying it back whatever that resolution says this was prior administrations the amount owed already is down from 350,000 to $315,100 right so that figure should be lower today a little bit not a lot we're making $2,000 a quarter payments on that for the next 60 years with the next how many years well 40 years yeah 40 years 

Mr. Lefebvre:  The financial council member I think over the past couple meetings mentioned withdrawals from the line usage fund uh

Mayor Mozer: For valid line usage projects 

Mr. Lefebvre::  that's what I wanted to ask because it does say money paid out from the line usage fund it's subjected to being used for that purpose 

Mayor Mozer:  that's right and there's lots of uses of the line usage the sewer project we fixed on Third Street today was line usage money okay every time the street sweeper runs down through the street is line usage money because that's keeping the storm drains clean every time that that the V truck is used to clean out a storm drain that is line usage money because that is I understand it so Mr Orzechowski was corrected all his invoices they were absolutely that absolutely okay again what do you think that figure is that Monessen still owes to that line somewhere between $200,000 and $300,000 if you quickly 

Mr. Cianflone:   I think it's the Anthony Madison park right okay I talked to him and his wife both and that's not a Monessen thing that's a family there's two different events going on there is a Heritage thing which is a on the 27th is a thing for the city according to the lady that that is on the 6th of July that's a different event PC:   The letter that was put out by I think Chris Paglia because they gave me a copy that's not the same day I'm saying on that letter there I got that the uh family the parents were very unhappy with because they said we never asked the city or anyone for money to do our something we always pay  and it out of our pocket so they making this thing to be a Monessen thing this is not a Monessen it's not the same as them.   I'm would you let me speak I'm just telling you you're talking about two different things but it's confusing is it no not to me at all not to you I I know I have a mind that can think you obviously have problems with that you burn your hair right you you're so smart all I'm telling you is that the family is only interested in doing but they could on their own they always did it they never and they and I expect them to have a beautiful event that day let me finish okay all I know that they Chris send the letter to 400 or business in town and I think they collect the 400 all or something like that I have no idea he's so smart you know everything you don't know yet that's their business Mayor Mozer: That's their business yeah you can't even keep the event straight 

Councilman Nestor: Mayor motion to adjourn tonight's meeting at 7:50 p.m. is there
a second, Second by Councilman Thomas any questions all in favor. Unanimous  the meeting is adjourned.
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Mayor & Council  

June 13, 2024

575 Donner Avenue  

Monessen, PA  15062

  

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Garbage Fees & City RE Taxes collected for month of:

May

GARBAGE FEES REVENUE: May Year to Date 2024 Budget

       

Garbage Fee - Current  5,345.00 $            320,387.68 $      $350,000.00

Garbage Fee- Delinquent 2,652.93 $          31,304.05 $         $75,000.00

Amt collected by Portnoff 1,172.93 $          # 13,089.05 $        

(included in the total above)

 

Penalty and Interest-Portnoff 46.42 $                965.49 $               $2,500.00

Garbage collected for Next Year 2025 - $                    760.00 $               $150,000.00

TOTAL: 8,044.35 $          353,417.22 $      $577,500.00

     

CITY REAL ESTATE TAXES REVENUE: May Year to Date 2024 Budget

 

City Real Estate Taxes - Current 887,228.64 $       1,765,483.21 $   1,600,000.00 $           

City Taxes - Prior Year collected by City - $                      22,044.74 $         $7,000.00

Sub Total: 1,787,527.95 $  

DELINQUENT CITY TAXES

City Taxes - Collected by Westmoreland 28,104.21 $          75,671.91 $         $160,000.00

Tax Claim Bureau (Quarterly)

Total Year to Date Taxes: 1,863,199.86 $   1,767,000.00 $           

Year to Date 2024 Budget

City Real Estate Tax Distribution 1,243,583.21 $  General Fund $1,113,120.00

As of May 31, 2024 337,485.29 $     Debt Service $302,080.00

36,108.04 $          Library $32,320.00

170,351.41 $     Parks $152,480.00

1,787,527.95 $  $1,600,000.00  
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May Year to Date 2024 Budget

Real Estate Transfer Tax 3,793.82 $          19,471.30 $         89,333.00 $                 

Earned Income Tax 94,165.87 $        313,828.00 $      682,048.00 $               

Merchantile Tax 13,411.30 $        15,245.70 $         23,425.00 $                 

Local Services Tax 15,221.65 $        36,174.89 $         71,072.00 $                 

Tax Certifications 4,640.00 $          9,730.00 $           20,000.00 $                 

Municipal Lien Letters 1,950.00 $          5,625.00 $           17,500.00 $                 

 

 

LINE USAGE ACCOUNT May Year to Date  

Unsewered Payments - $                    10,119.00 $        

Line Usage Fee 85,260.83 $        395,155.52 $     

405,274.52 $     

Gerald A. Saksun  

Treasurer


